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Autobiography

Established in 2018 at the Institute of Literature,
Folklore and Art, University of Latvia (ILFA).
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Preserves personal accounts of people’s lives and
the times in which they lived: diaries, memoirs, life
stories and letters.

Materials are made accessible through the digital
archive garamantas.lv (https://autobiografijas.lv/en/)

The Pandemic Diaries were collected as part of this
tradition of documenting everyday life as it unfolds.
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http://garamantas.lv
https://autobiografijas.lv/en/

The Pandemic Diaries, 2020-2021

\/cunwms_w DRGITAL ASCHIVES OF LATVIAN FOUKLORE

Collectionn | Penons | Wustations | Awdio | Ogesetions | Mep | Other «

e An open call launched on 17 March 2020 invited
people in Latvia to document their experiences of
the COVID-19 pandemic.

e 238 participants contributed 2,333 diary
entries.

e Writers recorded changes in daily routines,
relationships and movement while events were
still unfolding.

[ ] ( ) ) e For this study, the diaries provide 3,758

manually identified geolocations: “present’

places the writer experienced and “referenced”
places they mentioned from a distance.

Diaries in the Time of Pandemic 2020-2021 =
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https://garamantas.lv/en/collection/1415829/Pandemijas-dienasgramatas-2020
https://repository.clarin.lv/repository/xmlui/handle/20.500.12574/
https://repository.clarin.lv/repository/xmlui/handle/20.500.12574/
https://repository.clarin.lv/repository/xmlui/handle/20.500.12574/
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VISUALIZATION MODE
Mode 3 - ALL diaries UPDATED ~

Rolling window

Geolocations count

Cumulative diarists
Timeline totals panel

TOTALS res 57
59 geolocations total

26 unique places

Top places (10):

1. Amerias Savienctls Vialsts (7)
2. L (7)

3. Riga (1)

4. i (5)

5, Dervers (4)

6. Eropa (4)

7. Az (2)

8. Dana (2)

o 9 lgewnda (2)
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Interactive map -> bit.ly/pandemic-map

@® areen points = ALL 3758 named geolocations



The task for human annotators and LLM models

For each geolocation, annotators decide whether the diarist is present
in that place within the current time frame, or it is a “referenced place”.

code & detailed instructions for annotation: ->
https://github.com/haraldsDev/pandemic-diary-map




The task for human annotators and LLM models

For each geolocation, annotators decide whether the diarist is present
in that place within the current time frame, or it is a “referenced place”.

Annotators have to consider the text of the current diary entry,
narrative perspective and time frame.

1 — present | 0 — referenced place | NA — not applicable

code & detailed instructions for annotation: ->
https://github.com/haraldsDev/pandemic-diary-map




Human annotation: Present or Referenced Place

~10% of the dataset = 406 geolocations -> annotated by three researchers

https://github.com/haraldsDev/pandemic-diary-map




Human annotation: Present or Referenced Place

~10% of the dataset = 406 geolocations -> annotated by three researchers

276/ 406

All three agreed

Full agreement is (only) 68%.

https://github.com/haraldsDev/pandemic-diary-map




Human annotation: Present or Referenced Place

~10% of the dataset = 406 geolocations -> annotated by three researchers

276 1 406

All three agreed

Full agreement is (only) 68%.

Of those 276 where all three human annotators agree — 136 are

present and 140 are referenced places.

https://github.com/haraldsDev/pandemic-diary-map




Where does human ambiguity arise?

Three main sources of disagreement in diary narratives

01 Past tense can describe a recent, still current
experience.
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Three main sources of disagreement in diary narratives

01 Past tense can describe a recent, still current
experience.

02 A single entry can move between lived events,
memories, plans, dreams, fantasies.



Where does human ambiguity arise?

Three main sources of disagreement in diary narratives

01 Past tense can describe a recent, still current
experience.

02 A single entry can move between lived events,
memories, plans, dreams, fantasies.

03 Presence may be implied rather than stated.



How notebook with LLMs API calls looks like (in Google Colab)
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Agreement with strict human consensus

Of 276 cases on which all three human annotators agreed

Mistral Medium 3.1 2541276

e 92.0%

Claude Sonnet 4 234 /276
] 84.8%
Gemini 2.5 Flash 229 /276

I 83.0%




Agreement with strict human consensus

Of 276 cases on which all three human annotators agreed

Mistral Medium 3.1 254/ 276

I 92.0%

Claude Sonnet 4 234/ 276
] 84.8%
Gemini 2.5 Flash 229/ 276
- 2—«0/] 83.0%

All 3 models match the annotators more often on referenced places, because
models are stricter about calling a place present. But sometimes they name
“referenced” a place that all 3 human annotators agree to be “present”.
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Challenges / questions
for discussion:

1. 62 out of 238 diaries
without a single
geographical named
entity (NER)!
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23 haraldsdev.github jo/pandemic-diary -map/mag/

VISUALIZATION MODE
Mode 3 - ALL diaries UPDATED -

Rolling window

@ Geolocations count
= Cumulative diarists
@ Timeline totals panel

Cumulative Sarists (8o date)
] m
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1005
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TOTALS 30y
3598 geciocations total
771 unique places

Top places (10):
1. Latviia (487)

2 Riga (325)

3. Amecias Savienotis Valstis (120)
4.t (T3)

5 Ewopa (69)

€. Londona (68)

7. Letuva (59)

& Igsnia (58)

9. Anghe (47)

10. Viacia (45)

05.10.2021.

Challenges / questions
for discussion:

1. 62 out of 238 diaries
without a single
geographical named
entity (NER)!

2. Add non-named
spatial entities (NNSE)
as a more encompassing
level of spatial
experience?

3. How to deal with
different levels of
granularity — country,
city, street, building, etc?
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VISUALIZATION MODE
Mode 3 - ALL diaries UPDATED

@ Rolling window

@ Geolocations count
= Cumulative diarists
@ Timeline totals panel

Cumulative Sarists (vo date)
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TOTALS 3oy
3598 geciocations total
771 unique places

Top places (10):
1. Latvia (487)

2 Riga (325)

3. Amecias Savienotis Valstis (120)
4. Itia (73)

5 Ewopa (69)

€. Londona (68)

7. Uetuva (59)

8 Igaunia (58)

2. Anghe (47)

10. Vicia (45)

05.10.2021.

4. Integrity of the data points — do different people

naming the same locations add up to collective
experience of the same space and place?

Challenges / questions
for discussion:

1. 62 out of 238 diaries
without a single
geographical named
entity (NER)!

2. Add non-named
spatial entities (NNSE)
as a more encompassing
level of spatial
experience?

3. How to deal with
different levels of
granularity — country,
city, street, building, etc?



Thank you!
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